The "hole" story.
From: Ron Luxmore
Email: rlux4@dslextreme.com
Date: Sun Aug 10 12:01 PDT 2008

After the fiasco getting my overheating car back on the road  (unneccesary 

head gasket, shorted out dual relay, 1-1/2 weeks non starting all due to a 

faulty heater tube gasket) I put in the new thermostat Kelly Dicker had 

brought up to Oregon 08 for me. I could not get the air out of the system no 

matter what I did. I followed the manual and various forum instructions, but 

the bottom hose to the stat would not fill up. When the stat is closed it is 

too air-tight to allow the coolant to come up the hose far enough to get 

picked up by the water pump when the stat opens. Multiple attempts failed to 

get it flowing properly. My solution (suggested by Ace, and used by others 

I've since found out) was to drill a 1/8" hole in the valve face of the stat. 

This allows the coolant to fill the bottom hose from above, and it doesn't 

have to "climb uphill". The new closed stat was very air tight, so I don't see 

how it would allow the bottom hose to fill up without a bypass hole. The new 

stat I put on my wife's Dodge Caravan had a little hole in it from the 

factory, so I believe this is a common problem.

Ron

